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meaning to a letter from Delane from which it appears
that Russell's arrangements were temporarily dis-
approved because he had at first delegated the
reporting in Group X to another hand and brain.
" You have been unfortunate," writes Delane, in his
terse antithetic manner " in entrusting the most
important of the Committees to the worst man. Pray
attend it in future yourself, and let it have a larger
report and closer attention than any of the others."

Russell was introduced by an old college friend
to George Hudson, the Railway King, and soon after-
wards he was invited to dine at Albert Gate at the
house which is now the French Embassy.

" It was the year before the crash," he writes; " there
was an immense party, royal personages, dukes and
peers of lower degree, great ladies, statesmen, finan-
ciers, and a heavy tedious dinner. After that I dined
several times within the year with Mr. Hudson and
wondered why I was so much favoured. One night
en petit comite, the Railway King said : ' Will you tell
us why you were so down in the Times on the
Cambridge and Lincoln in Group X ? I was told you
had a large interest to support there. Cusack Rowney
was ready to bid.' I answered : ' If anyone told you
I had an interest to the extent of one shilling in that
or any other railway in Group X, he told you what
was untrue.* 'Dear me/he said, 'is that so! I am
very sorry to hear it, for your sake.' "

All through his life, it may be said here, Russell
perceived that the Press offered him a simple alter-
native between honesty and dishonesty. In the early
part of his career he was irresponsible enough, to be
sure, and his opinions were not fixed. He has spoken
of himself as "a mercenary" at this time of his life.
But even then he recognised that there is a very clear
line beyond which an honest man cannot go in his
compliance; he must never confuse public and private